
Consider Making a Year End Tax-Deductible
Gift to Grand Prairie Friends 

Donate Now

Happy Holidays from Grand

Prairie Friends!
Watch the Warbler Ridge critters enjoy their Christmas in the video below.

https://www.grandprairiefriends.org/
https://www.aplos.com/aws/give/GrandPrairieFriends/2022
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You Named Our
Newsletter!

We want to extend our thanks to all
who sent me your best newsletter

names. We ended with 30
submissions and a hard decision to

make...

Congratulations to David Paddock,
Lauren Spaniol, and Mimi Rivera for

your contributions to the new name! 

You all win a Grand Prairie Friends
T-shirt! We will reach out to our

winners shortly about
pickup/delivery options.

In this Edition of The Grand Prairie Bulletin

Interview with our Communications Coordinator
Surprise Guest at Prescribed Burn
GPF's Top 5 Highlights
What in the Wild?! Weds Close-up
Upcoming Events



 
Happy Five Year

Anniversary with GPF,
Ryan!

Get to know our

communications coordinator

better!

By Sarah Coulton

Sarah Coulton: Thanks for all that you do for GPF and thanks for doing this
interview so that our friends can know more about the person behind the website
and design.

Tell me a little bit about yourself. Did you grow up here and what do you do for
work?

Ryan Boske-Cox: I was born and raised in Mattoon and have lived here all of my
life except for my time away at college. In addition to freelance graphic design for
non-profit and start-up businesses, I am the Senior Graphic Designer for Marketing
and Communications at Eastern Illinois University. I am also an instructor in the
School of Technology at EIU.

S: How did you find out about GPF and what first attracted you to the nonprofit?
What made you decide to become a volunteer?

R: My first introduction to GPF was from long-time friend Sarah Livesay. GPF was
in a growth spurt as they were acquiring land here in Coles County, and she and
the board saw it as an opportunity to revitalize the branding of GPF. Since my
freelance focus is helping non-profits in our community, and I have a great love for
our east-central Illinois natural areas, this partnership was the perfect intersection
of work and play for me. After meeting the board and other members for the first
time, I knew that I wanted to help GPF in their mission to preserve and restore
tallgrass prairie and woodlands in east-central Illinois. 

S: For our readers who may not know you, will you share what all you do for GPF?

https://www.grandprairiefriends.org/who-we-are


R: As Communications Coordinator, my main focus is to ensure that all of the
marketing and communications for GPF is consistent and on brand. It is really
important for our members, both current and prospective, to be able to immediately
identify GPF in the wild from our overall look and language. Beyond that over-
arching goal, I design and maintain the overall function of the website (with the
patient help of Sarah C.), design print publications and promotional items, and
have the occasional brain-storm session with Sarah L. to come up with new ways
to approach communication between our members, board, volunteers, and
community. 

S: Oh, I think you are the one who is patient with me and all of my website
questions! Five years is a long time to be a dedicated volunteer! What keeps you
motivated to keep giving back?

R: Wow, five years? I have enjoyed all of the time I have spent with GPF so much
that it really doesn't feel like work. I believe so strongly in what GPF does in our
area, but I can't often attend the important on-ground events. Volunteering in the
background is the perfect way for me to support GPF's efforts and give back to my
community by helping preserve and expand these natural areas for all of us to use
and enjoy for years to come.

S: Do you have a favorite Grand Prairie Friends story or memory to share?

R: At the height of the pandemic, working with Diane Wilhite to get the first online
plant sale up and running. I know that we both had some sleepless nights, but
when we launched the web store and people nearly crashed the server with
orders, it was a day to celebrate!  

S: That definitely sounds memorable! What is your favorite flora/fauna and why?

R: It's so hard to choose just one. I love insects and flowers. My favorite native
plant is the Black Eyed Susan for its bright and cheery yellow color. I also have a
great love for the Honey Bee. Such a tiny creature with such a big job!
 
S: Thanks so much for doing this interview-I feel like I even know you better. And
thanks for all the amazing things you do for us behind the scenes!
  

Land Manager Jeff Peyton and volunteers had a surprise guest at a prescribed burn

at Bonnie's Prairie Nature Preserve this year. Thank you to Charlie Smyth for sharing

this fun encounter with us!



Meet Bonnie's resident snapping turtle, Chelydra serpentina. 

This species of freshwater turtle has a geographic range that extends from Florida to

Canada. The snapping turtle has beak-like jaws, a mobile head and neck, and is

known to be aggressive out of water. This species reaches reproductive maturity late

in life from 12 to 20 years depending on average temperatures and can live 30 to 40

years in the wild. Common snapping turtles spend most of their lives in the water

rather than on land.

They hunt mostly at dawn and dusk and their primary form of attack is to bury

themselves in mud up to their eyes and nose before ambushing their prey. This

species is omnivorous and eats anything it can swallow from invertebrates and frogs

to organisms as large as birds and small mammals. Populations have declined due to

collection for the pet trade and habitat degradation according to Animalia but the

species is classi�ed as Least Concern on the IUCN Red List, a tool which informs

action for biodiversity conservation. 

One fun fact about snapping turtles is that they cannot fully retract their head into

their carapace, hence their snapping and biting behavior to protect themselves from

predators. The snapping turtle can even jump when provoked and are thought to

jump better than any other turtle. Although it might sound fun to provoke them, it is

always best to admire wild animals from a safe distance.

https://animalia.bio/common-snapping-turtle


Grand Prairie Friends
Top 5

Here are the highlights that

excited us this year!

All possible because of your

support.

By Sarah Coulton

Volunteers gave over 3,000 Hours to GPF this year! A

huge thank you to those who gave their time and

energy in 2022

https://www.grandprairiefriends.org/volunteer


On the evening of July 12th, citizen scientists counted

502 bats emerging from the

Warbler Bottoms Restoration  Area

https://www.grandprairiefriends.org/volunteer


You helped purchase the 5-acre high-quality prairie
at Prospect Cemetery Prairie

Nature Preserve

GPF Land Manager Jeff Peyton received the
IL Department of Natural Resources

Prescribed Burn Manager Certi�cation

https://www.grandprairiefriends.org/Preserves/Prospect-Cemetery-Prairie-Nature-Preserve
https://www.grandprairiefriends.org/volunteer
https://www.grandprairiefriends.org/volunteer


You helped plant 27,000 trees at the new 60-acre
Edna Edwards Burnett Property, part of the newest

GPF bat habitat restoration project

https://www.grandprairiefriends.org/volunteer


What's Your Favorite
"What in the WILD?!
Wednesday?"
Meet Jan & Marge- Our Trail Cam

Crew!

These ladies are largely responsible for

our popular Facebook segment "What in

the WILD?! Wednesday!"

 

This dynamic duo sets up the cameras,

changes the batteries, checks the

memory cards, and saves the most

interesting clips to share with you. They

regularly change camera locations to

�nd the Warbler Ridge wildlife in

action-usually near a critter trail or

water source!

See You on February 19th at
The Virginia Theatre in Champaign!

https://www.facebook.com/grandprairiefriends
https://www.facebook.com/grandprairiefriends


Grand Prairie Friends and Champaign Audubon Society are hosting a

FREE showing of The Magic Stump! Registration and details to come.

Upcoming Events-Please Join Us in 2023!

Stewardship Saturday
Saturday, January 7, 9-11 am
Join us to maintain and enjoy Warbler

Ridge Conservation Area on the first

Saturday of each month: all ages

welcome, equipment provided. Dress

appropriately for winter weather. Meet at

Daileyville Road parking area, 17161

Daileyville Rd, Charleston. 

Invasive Strike Team
Saturday, January 21, 9-11 am, 
Are you interested in wiping out harmful

invasives to preserve Warbler Ridge's

natural beauty? Join this team led by

Wilson Montgomery! Team meets 3rd

Saturday of Every Month at Daileyville

Road parking area, 17161 Daileyville Rd,

Charleston. 

https://thevirginia.org/
https://www.grandprairiefriends.org/volunteer
https://www.grandprairiefriends.org/volunteer


The Magic Stump @ The
Virginia Theater
Sunday, February 19, 2-5 pm
Meet us at the historic Virginia Theater in

Champaign to view The Magic Stump and

mingle with other conservation-minded

folks. Details coming soon.  

Wild Things Conference-
Bringing the Indiana Bat Home
to Roost in Illinois
Presented by Your GPF Staff: Sarah
Coulton, Jeff Peyton, Jill Maes, & Sarah
Livesay
Saturday, February 25, 10-11 am
Join us at the Wild Things Conference in

Rosemont, IL to listen to GPF staff talk

about bat mitigation success!   

Registration and Details | Wild Things

Conference

Grand Prairie Friends' Annual
Spring Membership Meeting
"My 40-Year Journey
Memorializing Natural Areas”.
Saturday, April 1
Join us at the annual spring membership

meeting and listen to nationally acclaimed

nature artist and author, Willard Clay!

Over the span of his career, Will has

developed a national reputation working

with a variety of national/ international

organizations including National

Geographic, Smithsonian and Sierra Club

to explore and depict nature. This has

https://www.wildthingscommunity.org/
https://www.wildthingscommunity.org/
https://www.wildthingscommunity.org/


resulted in 10 books including two specific

to Illinois’ beauty.  

Details to come. 
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Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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