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D own in Coles County, not 
far from the Embarras Riv-

er, there remain some wonderful 
patches of woods. Dry ridge tops 
with white oaks and hickories that 
drop down into deep ravines of 
maple and basswood. Hillsides 
covered with ferns and rare sedg-
es. Itõs a place where you can see 
warblers and other woodland 
birds. A place to find orchids. 

Earlier this fall, Grand Prairie 
Friends signed a contract to pur-
chase a 140-acre forested property 
south of Charleston. This is the 
wonderful patch of woods high-
lighted above. We need to raise 
$412,500 to close on this purchase 
by early January. GPF Board mem-
bers and other volunteers have 
applied for grant money from local 
foundations, but we still need to 
come to youñour members and 
friendsñto raise at least $50,000. 
Weõve done this before when we 
came together to buy nine acres of 
land at our precious Loda Ceme-
tery Prairie Nature Preserve, and I 
think we can do this again. 

Dolan Woods (so named as of 
now out of convenience as the 
sellerõs name is Dolan) has been 
surveyed by IDNR biologists Mary 
Kay Solecki and Roger Jansen as 

well as by INHS botanist Connie 
Cunningham. They confirm over 
100 vascular plant species includ-
ing a rare sedge and orchid. Fur-
ther surveys will probably find 
more. Preliminary bird surveys 
have documented 57 species. An 
untold number of insect, reptile, 
and amphibians have yet to be 
recorded. There has been some 
logging in the past, but mature 
oaks still dominate the canopy. 
Invasive plant species are present, 
but they are not pervasive. 

This property is adjacent to the 
202-acre Warbler Woods Nature 

Preserve (photo), and protection of 
Dolan Woods would ensure con-
servation of a large tract of biologi-
cally diverse forest habitat. The 
1500-acre Fox Ridge State Park is 
not far to the south. If GPF were 
successful with raising money to 
acquire this property, it would im-
mediately be open for hiking, bird 
watching, and other nature study. 
How can you help? Thatõs easy. 

Send your fully tax-deductible 
check to Grand Prairie Friends, 
P.O. Box 36, Urbana, Illinois, 
61803. Thank you. Letõs protect 
this piece of woods. 


