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THE NET THAT  CAUGHT  THE PRAIRIE 
by Dwain Berggren 

I n little more than 100 years between about 1820 and 
1920, the inhabitants of central Illinois ploughed, 

hewed, and shoveled the native prairies, woodlands, 
and streams into fields, homesteads and towns, drain-
age ditches and roads. What forces converted the 
Grand Prairie of Illinois into the buckle of the Corn 
Belt? Immigration, the engines and inventions of the 
industrial revolution, our peopleõs vision of personal 
freedom and national purpose ð all come readily to 
mind. We hear little about another important factor: 
The Northwest Land Ordinance of 1785 and 1787. 

After the American Revolution, the Congress of the 
confederating states faced the urgent and immediate 
problem of governing and distributing the western 
lands occupied by Indian tribes and surrendered by 
England. This great domain ð the Old Northwest Ter-
ritory ð included the present states of Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and part of Minnesota. 
British policy had attempted to deter colonial emigra-

tion westward, choosing instead to pacify the tribes, 
ally them with British interests, and maintain the re-
gionõs fur trade economy. However, the new American 
government represented popular interests that made 
westward expansion into tribal lands irresistible. Con-
gressõs Northwest Ordinance was a comprehensive 
expression of the new nationõs intentions, and one of its 
major and long term effects was to create the landscape 
we live in. 
The Ordinanceõs federal land survey caught the wild 

forests and prairies of the Great Northwest in a network 
of systematically measured and mapped lines. To pre-
pare land for public sale, survey teams established 
widely spaced true north-south meridian lines and true 
east-west base lines across the western territory. These 
lines were subdivided by parallel north-south and east-
west lines into square townships, six miles on each side. 
Each regular township was further divided into 36 
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ANNUAL  PLANT  SALE 
by Jamie Ellis 

O ne of the basic premises 
made by Douglas Tallamy in 

his book Bringing Nature Home: How 
Native Plants Sustain Wildlife in our 

Gardens (Timber Press: 2007), is 
that if we want to conserve wildlife 
(i.e. bugs, birds, and many other 
critters), we need to populate our 
home gardens and landscapes with 
plants native to the region. Native 
plants feed native insects which in 
turn feed higher organisms; non-
native plants are poor hosts to na-
tive wildlife. This premise made by 
Dr. Tallamy is one that Grand Prai-

rie Friends, its members, and 
friends have known for yearsñ
native plants are good for the envi-
ronment and I would argue good 

for the soul. 
To this end, GPF  has once again 

organized and hosted another suc-
cessful native plant sale. This event 
is our biggest fundraiser of the 
year, and the money is used for the 
summer internship program to 
further our conservation mission. 
The plant sale, held inside Lincoln 
Square Village in Urbana the sec-
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H ot, hot, hot! Wet, wet, wet! Thatõs how the spring ended and the sum-
mer started here in Central Illinois. Flash 
floods and tornadoes. Economic downturn 
and environmental disaster. Seems like 
thereõs not much positive to report. I 
hope your summer is going well despite 
the bad news in the headlines. 

I am happy to report that the 2010 
native plant sale went very well. Dozens 
of volunteers gave time each Monday eve-
ning in April transplant seedlings. Those 
people and more came out on May 7 and 8 
to move plants to Lincoln Square, set 
them up, and help out with the sale. I 
really appreciated the donation of plants as 
wellñespecially species that are hard to 
grow in the greenhouse. Thank you Phil, 
Gail, Jim, Andy, Mary Kay, Bob, and Beth 
for donating plants. And I want to thank 
the volunteers who set up plants at the 
Farmerõs Market on May 15 and 22. 
Thank you Jesse and Stacy for leading that. 
Last but not least, thanks goes to all the 
people who purchased plantsñyou help 
support GPF and make your home environ-
ment a better place with native plants. 

We have our own A-team this sum-
merñAustin and Anna. GPF hired these 
two young folks to work as interns for 
2010. Theyõve already tackled wild pars-
nip, poison hemlock, and sweet clover. 
Canada thistle will probably be next, and 
Iõm sure honeysuckle and other invasive 
shrubs will occupy their time. Of course 
weõll have them collecting seeds and 
learning plants. I do hope you get to meet 
and work with them this summer. 

I need to send a sincere thank you and 
bid farewell to two GPF volunteersñ
Lynne Scott and Drew Becker. Lynne has 
volunteered with GPF since her days in 
graduate school at the University of Illi-
nois (ca. 2004). She served on the Board 
of Directors (Secretary, Education com-
mittee chair) and helped with the plant 
sale for many years. More recently she led 
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WELCOME THE 2010 GPF INTERNS 
by Jamie Ellis 

W e are pleased two intro-
duce you to two energetic 

young folks who are participating in 
the 2010 summer internship pro-
gram. Austin Rundus and Anna 
Greer started work on June 7, and 
theyõll keep going until college 
classes resume in late August. GPF 
started this internship in 1994 to 
provide much needed management 
work at natural areas around east-
central. In return for their hard 
work, the interns are paid an hourly 
wage and we provide them with a 
hands-on education about ecological 
restoration, conservation, and natu-
ral areas management. Itõs hard 
work pulling weeds and cutting 
brush, but theyõre up for the task. 
They have already met with a num-
ber of GPF volunteers, and I hope 
you get a chance to meet them as 
well (contact Jamie Ellis to set up a 
meeting). Iõll let them introduce 
themselves in their own words: 
 
AUSTIN RUNDUS 
Hi, my name is Austin Rundus, and I 
am one of the Grand Prairie Friends 
interns this summer. I am going to be 
a junior this fall in Integrative Biology 

at the University of Illinois, and I am 
a lifelong Champaign resident. I grew 
up walking in Meadowbrook Park 
and out at Buffalo Trace, so it is cool 
for me to be able to be a part of the 
management and conservation of 
those places and the many other prai-
rie restorations and remnants in Cen-
tral Illinois. 

I have always had an interest in 
the natural world, and biology has 
been my favorite subject for years. I 
love being outdoors, and most of my 
hobbies are things that can be done 
outdoors. I enjoy playing basketball 
and running, as well as kiteboarding 
and windsurfing. Iõve always wanted 
to be a marine biologist, and may try 
to do something with that for gradu-
ate school, but Iõve fallen in love 
with the prairie. I consider myself 
blessed to be able to experience it 
close up and to have a hand in keep-
ing it around for future generations 
to enjoy. 

I am very excited to be involved 
in the Grand Prairie Friends and to 
be doing this internship. I hope to 
learn a lot about the native prairie 
plants in Central Illinois through 
this, and have already started doing 
so. More than that, I am interested 
in learning about the preservation 
and restoration aspect of the work. 
After taking some of the biology 
classes at Illinois, I have become 
interested in conservation and ecol-
ogy. These two subjects tie in very 
well with the work we are doing, 
and I am really looking to get a lot 
out of this internship in those as-
pects. 

The places that we have been 
working are amazing, and I look for-
ward to helping make them better 
places for prairie plants to prosper. 
The work is hard, but I do feel like 
there is plenty of reward in the pro-

gress we are making, and the amount 
that I am learning. I am excited to 
keep learning and helping over the 
next several months and hopefully on 
into the future. 
 
ANNA GREER 
My name is Anna Greer, and I am a 
junior majoring in zoology at South-
ern Illinois University in Carbondale. 
My hometown is Washington, Illinois 
(east of Peoria), though I have moved 

many times during my life. I was 
born in Kansas, moved to Missouri 
(my parentsõ home-state) and then 
finally to various towns in Illinois. 
Maybe because of this, I love to 
travel, and I hope to eventually get 
out of the country! 

My favorite sport is volleyball, 
but I also like running and hiking. 
My other hobbies include going to 
the movies, reading, photography, 
and rollerblading. I learned of the 
Grand Prairie Friends internship 
through the teacher of my ecology 
class. I am also interested in conser-
vation, and I think that this intern-
ship is a great start for learning more 
about it. 
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GPF PRESCRIBED BURNS 
Photos by Jean Mengelkoch 

the team of volunteers who organized and executed the 
Rattlesnake Master Run for the Prairie. Under her lead-
ership, participation has greatly increased. Lynne will be 

moving to St. Louis with her husband and two daughters 
to start a new job teaching biology at a private high 
school. We wish her the best of luck. 

Drew Becker has served on the Board of Directors for 
two years all while working towards a Masterõs Degree 
in natural resources at the U of I and working as the 
natural areas manager at Allerton Park. Drew grew up in 
Watseka, and he re-energized local volunteer participa-
tion in management work at Bonnieõs Prairie Nature 
Preserve. Drew will be taking a position at Haleakala 
National Park in Hawaii on the island of Maui. He and his 
wife are moving at the end of the June. Congratulations 
and best of luck to Drew. 

With the departure of these two folks, there are voids 
to be filled. We are looking for members to step up to 
leadership on the Board and committees. Want to keep 
this organization strong and fulfill our conservation mis-
sion? Board elections are held in September, and com-

mittee positions start anytime. We especially need folks 
to help with membership management, the newsletter, 
and the finance committee. Contact me if youõre ready 
to lead. 

Your GPF Board took an important step recently by 
agreeing to sign up for Conservation Defense Insurance 
through the Land Trust Alliance. LTA is trying to create a 
cost-effective way for land trusts to cover litigation costs 
associated with defending fee-owned land or conserva-
tion easements. Court and lawyer costs needed in such 
cases can be very expensive. We have made an upfront 
commitment by paying a fee and agreeing to the terms of 
the insurance (if the program is created). We would have 
the option to opt out in a few years. Follow this link for 
more information: 

http://www.landtrustalliance.org/about-
us/conservation-defense/cd-insurance 

Lastly, the 22nd North American Prairie Conference 
will be held at the University of Northern Iowa from 
August 1-5, 2010. If youõre interested in attending this 
biennial event, go to http://www.napc2010.org/. 
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T his spring prescribed burns were conducted at 
several GPF sites. Burns are needed at these 

sites to prevent shrub invasion, discourage non-native 
species, encourage native plant species growth and 
enhance native wildlife habitat. 

Windfall Prairie Nature Preserve 

Load Prairie Cemetery 

http://www.landtrustalliance.org/about-us/conservation-defense/cd-insurance
http://www.landtrustalliance.org/about-us/conservation-defense/cd-insurance
http://www.napc2010.org/

