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RESULTS FROM GPF AND

b)' Jason Koontz, President GPF-PGV

round 40 people attended the GPF winter meeting, Fri-

day February 27*. Unfortunately our guest speaker fell
ill and was unable to give his presentation. We hope to invite
Dr. Changnon to speak at a future meeting. Business and an-
nouncements were discussed as well as the troubling budget
proposal by Governor Blagojevich to eliminate funding for the
IL Nature Preserves Commission and Natural Het‘itage Pro-
gram of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. The
Board of GPF has sent letters to Senator Winkel, Representa-
tive Jakobsson, and the Governor. If you would like to send
letters and need an example, please feel free to contact Jason
Koontz at 351-8839 or j_wa(@hotmail.com.

PGV MERGER MEETING

The main item of business was to vote on the revised Constitu-
tion and By-laws of GPF. A packet was mailed to the members
of both GPF and PGV in early February explaining the broad-
ening of GPF’s Constitution and By-laws which would allow
the two groups to become one organization. With a vote of
thirty in favor to three opposed (only paid GPF members could
vote), the revisions were accepted. For the time being, our
group’s legal name will be Grand Prairie Friends-Prairie Grove
Volunteers. Suggestions for names were collected and this is-
sue will be revisited in the future.

Thanks to all who attended, and here’s wishing everyone

a happy spring!

CELEBRATING VOLUNTEER STEWARDSHIP

by Sue Gallo and Connie Carroll

efore the time of fire suppression,

human impacts, and introduced
species, natural areas maintained them-
selves, but now they need a helping
hand. Local people in groups like Prairie
Grove Volunteers (PGV) and Grand
Prairie Friends (GPF) volunteer time and
energy to visit these sites regularly and
help maintain them in their natural con-
dition. Working in conjunction with
landowners, and local, state and federal
agencies, the volunteers visit the sites on
designated workdays and pull garlic mus-
tard or wild parsnip, cut and spray hon-
eysuckle or multiflora rose, or do what-
ever is needed at these sites to help pre-
vent exotic invasive species from estab-
]ishing in these natural remnant areas. It
is a constant effort to kecp non-native
species and invasive weeds form en-
croaching and taking over these remnants
of our natural heritage.

On Saturday February 7th, we held
our ninth annual stewards’ luncheon,
celebrated in honor of the stewards, vol-
unteers, students, and professionals that

dedicate their efforts toward managing
and preserving local natural areas in our
region. Thirty-three participants, incor-
porating 11 different organizations, met
to share their accomplishments and fu-
ture visions on the many areas we help to
manage in East Central lllinois. PGV and
GPF have been finalizing the discussions
of merging our two long-standing volun-
teer organizations. Between the two
groups, 42 stewards help to manage 31
sites in Ford, Iroquois, Piatt, Champaign,
and Vermilion counties, plus approxi-
mately 10 areas along the Middle Fork
Scenic River. Stewards and volunteers
come from a wide diversity of back-
grounds, interests and expertise includ-
ing teachers, homemakers, biologists,
farmers, manufacturers, natural resource
managers, students, janitors, carpenters,
and many others. Many are often in-
volved in other volunteer capacities as
well. Groups represented at this year’s
luncheon included, Red Bison (U of I
volunteer stewardship), Grand Prairie

Friends, Prairie Grove Volunteers,

Audubon Society (Champaign County
Chapter), Urbana Park District, Cham-
paign County Forest Preserve District,
Master Gardeners. Because of recent
(and not-so-recent) budget cuts, profes-
sional DNR staff have a greatly reduced
capacity to maintain many of the State’s
natural areas and nature preserves. With-
out volunteer stewardship and monitor-
ing, many of these areas would suffer
unavoidable neglect and degradation.
Thank you for all your hard work, enthu-
siasm, and dedication!

As volunteers we are dependent on the
guidance and advice from local profes-
sionals that never seem to tire of our in-
cessant questions. We extend our im-
measurable thanks to Mary Kay Solecki
(Illinois Nature Preserve Commission),
Eric Smith and Bob Szafoni (Natural
Heritage Division), Steve Buck (U of I
Natural Areas Commission), and Karen
Billo and Fran Harty (The Nature Con-
servancy).

A special feature of this year's

(More Stewardship on page 3)







